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they search the cultivated fields for potatoes, or
even for acorns, which they value as highly as
corn; after having dried these, they roast them in a
kettle with ashes, in order to take away their bitter-
ness. As for me, I eat them dry, and they take the
place of bread.

At a certain season, our people go to a river not
very far distant, where during one month the fish
ascend the river in so great numbers that a man
could fill fifty thousand barrels with them in a day,
if he could be equal to that work. These fish are a
sort of large herring, very agreeable to the taste
when they are fresh; they crowd upon each other
to the depth of a foot, and are drawn up as you
would draw water. The Savages put them to dry
for eight or ten days, and they live upon them
during the whole time while they are planting their
fields.

They plant corn only in the spring, and do their
last tilling about Corpus Christi day; after that,
they consider to which place by the Sea they shall
go to seek food until the time of harvest, which
generally takes place shortly after the Assumption.
After having conferred together, they send to beg
me to come to their Assembly. As soon as I arrive,
one of the number speaks thus, in the name of all
the others: ‘‘Our father, what I say to thee is
what all those whom thou seest here say to thee;
thou knowest us, and thou knowest that we are in
need of provisions. We have scarcely been able to
give the last work to our fields, and we have no
other resource, until harvest, but to go to the shore
of the Sea in search of food. It would be hard for
us to give up our Prayer; therefore we hope that



